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CAL YMENE BRONGNIART, 1822, in BRONGNIART & 
DESMAREST, 1 822 (TR1LOBITA): PROPOSED CONSERVATION. 

Z.N.(S.)637 

By H. B. Whittington (Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge, U.K.) 



Desmarest, 1816, pp. 49-50, described four species of trilobites 
under the vernacular name Calymene. In 1 8 1 7, pp. 5 1 7-5 1 8 (under the 
entry ‘Crustaces’) he described them again but gave the vernacular name 
Calymene its accompanying latinised form Calymena. He said: ‘Caly- 
mene de Blumenbach, ou fossile de Dudley, Calymena Blumenbachii 
Brong. Le fossile appele par Blumenbach Entomolithus paradoxus, bien 
qu’il soit tres-different de celui de Linnaeus, est le type de ce genre, 
[description follows]. II se trouve a Dudley en Angleterre, dans une 
pierre argileuse grise.’ 

2. In 1822, p. 11, Brongniart associated the vernacular name 
Calymene with the latinised form Calymene and described Calymene 
blumenbachii in greater detail, with illustrations. He again drew atten- 
tion to the difference between the species described by Linnaeus as 
Entomolithus paradoxus and by Blumenbach under the same name. The 
species in question is one of the best known trilobites in the world and 
is particularly well known in well preserved exoskeletons from the 
Silurian of Dudley, England. Since 1822 the genus has been universally 
referred to as Calymene . So far as is known, the spelling Calymena has 
been used only once, and then as an invalid synonym, by Whittington, 
1959, p. 0.452. 

3. Before going any further, it is necessary to establish the status 
of Entomolithus paradoxus Linnaeus and of Entomolithus paradoxus 
Blumenbach. Sherbom, Index Animalium, cites the name in quotation 
marks, and gives a reference to ‘Syst. Nat. ed. 12, p. 160, 1768’. If such 
a name existed it would have no status in nomenclature by virtue of the 
ruling given in Opinion 296, but in fact no such name exists there. In 
fact, Entomolithus paradoxus was described by Linnaeus in 1759, 
K. Vetenskaps Akad. Handl., vol. 20, p. 19. The name was suppressed 
for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of 
Homonymy in Opinion 496. Entomolithus paradoxus Blumenbach, 
which denotes a different nominal species, is therefore a junior primary 
homonym and Calymene blumenbachii is the oldest nomenclaturally 
valid binomen for the genus and the species. 

4. The vernacular family name Calymenines was proposed by 
Milne Edwards, 1840, p. 293 and may be corrected under Article 1 le 
(ii) to CALYMENIDAE and attributed to Milne Edwards, 1840. This 
name has been in common use ever since. The authorship was attributed 
to Milne Edwards (e.g. Raymond in Zittel, 1913, p. 724; Shirley, 1936, 
p. 384). However, the first author to use the correct suffix was 
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Burmeister, 1843, p. 93, and Whittington, 1959, p. 0.450, attributed 
authorship of the family name to him. Certain subsequent authors (Hass, 
1968; Schrank, 1970; Pillet, 1972) have followed this practice, but 
others (Campbell, 1967; Ingham, 1977) have cited the author as Milne 
Edwards. The latter is the more desirable course and is in accordance 
with the Code. The original specimens of Calymene blumenbachii are 
preserved and have been redescribed by Shirley, 1933. 

5. The following is a selection of references to the use of 
Calymene in the last 50 years: 

Shirley, J. 1933. Mem. Proc. Manchester lit. phil. Soc., vol. 77, pp. 51-67. pi. 1. 

1936. Q.J. geol. Soc. London, vol. 92, pp. 384-422, pis 29-31. 

Gill, E. D. 1945. Proc. roy. Soc. Victoria, n.s. vol. 56, pp. 171-186. 

Richter, R. & Richter, E. 1954. Abh. senck. naturforsch. Ges., vol. 488, pp. 1-76, 
pis 1-6. 

Whittington, H. B. 1959. Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology, vol. 0, Arthro- 
poda 1 , p. 0.452. 

Campbell, K. S. W. 1967. Bull. Oklahoma geol. Sitrw, vol. 1 15, pp. 1-68, pis 
1-19. 

Hass, W. 1968. Palaeontographica, vol. A. 130, pp. 60-207, pis 26-37. 

Schrank, E. 1970. Ber. deutsch. Ges. geol. IViss., A, Geol.-Palaont., vol. 15, pp. 
109-146, pis 1-12. 

Whittington, H. B. 1971. Palaeontology, vol. 14, pp. 455^477. 

Pillet, J. 1972. Soc. etudes sci. Anjou, mem. 1, pp. 1-307. 

Ingham, J. K. 1977. Upper Ordovician trilobites from the Cautley and Dent 
districts of Westmorland and Yorkshire, Part III. Palaeontogr. Soc. 
(Monograph), pp. 89-121, pis 19-27. 

6. There appear to be two possible ways in which the name 
Calymene might be conserved. One would be to use the plenary powers 
to rule that it is a correct original spelling and to date it from Desmarest, 
1817. As the name has always been attributed to Brongniart, that 
would be the less desirable course. The other way would be to suppress 
Calymena Desmarest, 1817 for the purposes of the Law of Priority but 
not for those of the Law of Homonymy, and that is now proposed. 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
is accordingly asked: 

( 1 ) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name 
Calymena Desmarest, 1817, for the purposes of the 
Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of 
Homonymy; 

(2) to place the generic name Calymene Brongniart, 
1822 (gender: feminine), type species, by original 
designation, Calymena blumenbachii Brongniart in 
Desmarest, 1817, on the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name blumenbachii Brongniart 
in Desmarest, 1817, as published in the binomen 
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Calymena blumenbachii (specific name of type 
species of Calymene Brongniart, 1 822) on the Official 
List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the family-group name CALYMENIDAE 
Milne Edwards, 1840 (type genus Calymene Brong- 
niart, 1822) on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology. 
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